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the placenta had degenerated into a substance resemblin'” cartilage of a "ravish 

ffarSff "he 'a° m ?r Smface * " as pSn-e^;. 

ylf®,, ,he 5am ° " orn!1 . n wa » twain arrived near the time of her delivery 
7 h 'ri ' a a . m °a ,h . previously she had had a slight attack of lever alter 
which she t ‘ eiZei ' Tllh serere pam in the right side of the belly in which nut 
“‘7 lf a weighty stone lying within her; at the same time she 

shf wn fron ? I lb i rS ’ p|e ®P ,e!<5 nesi<, headache, and loss of appetite. Subsequently 
frorn'the vagina*. Van ° US ,imeS " i,h b,ooJ >'> anTpurulent 

On the 26th Feb the pulsation of the fetal heart could not be heard norfonld 
any movements ol the child be felt by the mother or her medical aUemhint an 

Some h' 116 'T e B |' G c0ln l l| 1 111 1 ne<l of nausea ami a sensation of cold in the iiel v 
Some days after, she was delivered very quickly of a child which anneared lo 
have been long dead. The placenta was circular, curled inwards at life ed"es 
nmf' h °" "J coln " r ' 0n lhe [ a ' lal p,,rf ace it was dark brown or almost bla'ck-’ 


ANESTHETIC AGENTS. 

[Anesthetic agents have now been used very extensively in snrmcal onera- 

system” 11 h wonldK P . rarlR ' e ’.. a . s a,so in fevp tal morbid conditions of die nervous 
trie I 1 b impossible for us to notice all the cases in which they have 
h ?' 1 f|™ P !?- Vei l; ,e l )0 /' ,ea m ,he vanous medical journals;—it will be sufficient to 
slate, that they have been resorted to in almost every description of surmcal one. 
ration, and in perhaps all the varieties of labour. ° ^ 

Prnlnt J.'f'u - befnre u r s a no| e from Mr. Lawrence to onr esteemed colleague 
Professor \\ arren, of Boston, in which that distinguished surgeon states lhat 
ether inhalation has been used in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, in all descriptions 
of operative proceedings, from the slightest to the most serious, between two and 
three thousand times, without a single unpleasant result. 

Under these circumstances, we conceive that we shall best subserve the inle 
rests of our science and of humanity, by confining our notices principally to the 
ffai'I 1 ' 1 '* have . 77 brought forward illustrative of the physiological action bf 
l f' en,S .i. a " J ° f lbe Ci ‘. Ses m " hich ln jurions or fatal consequences have re- 
forhT q'™ Ihelr U T-" l . 0r ' l r r, ° elucida,e - '“far as possible, the conditions which 
forbid their use, and to inculcate more caution than has hitherto been observed in 
the employment of these very powerful articles.] 

43. Physiological Action of Chloroform and Ether on Animate —M. Grcev, in a com- 
munication to the Academy of Sciences, announces that the effects or chloroform 
2F5" ,lo f ,am ! mbbits are as follows:---1. That during inspiration the ane- 
» b ’"°2 retains its florid colour, and if, under asphyxia, it assumes the dark 
venous character, the red colour is speedily restored. 2. That a part of the ani¬ 
mal, a limb for example, separated Irom the body, and expo-ed to chloroform or 
ether vapour becomes insensible. 3. That if the membef be removed ?,om the 
non? Ih fen9lb ' 1 ." y 'r refl0re '!- 4 ' Thal < lurin S the inspiration of chloroform va- 
cCed h % n Tt , r, Cr ° f r f p,ral,0 . nB increases with the degree of insensibility pro- 
‘ 7 animals may be kept in a state of insensibility for several hours 

an I afterwards restored, if the inspiration of the vapour be occasionally interrupted’ 
6. That on the other hand, rabbits, .logs, and frogs, die suddenly in from o?ete 

grainTTT.f 6 - r uT‘, r '" ? ’| he Vap °” r ’ if ,he ,,nse nf trbloroform Is from 46 to 60 
1847 ) J he lnhalallon be “niuterrupted.”.— (Medical Gazette, December 24, 

.hf b 'r^ 10maS i^ akley- has performed an extensive series of experiments with 
chloroform and ether on the lower animals (dogs, cats, rabbits, rats, mice pi"s 

ilfh I 6 ' 0?S ’ l, n , rse ft'- a ,"i‘ b . lri,s )- T,| e chloroform and ether were administered bv 
inhalation. Mr. Wakley’s researches show: ummisierea Dy 

bni!;M ha V here > 110 imp( ,' rlam tlifference in lhe effects of chloroform when in- 
haled by the various animals above enumerated. 
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. 2 ' * n fal ®* experiments with the chloroform, the symptoms were quickreatq h- 
ing, muscular weakness, showing itself first, as generally happens, in the liiml 
legs, foaming at the mouth, dilatation of the pupil, and congestion of the conjunc¬ 
tiva. As the experiment advanced, the breathing became slow and laborious 
there was complete insensibility and muscular prostration, loss of reflex action 

hv ninbvT ^ y i ’ e |, ab ^- nC0 ° f "' ,1,kln .S °. n irritating the cornea), and, finally,death 
by asphyxia, the heart s action continuing for some minutes after the cessation of 
the respiration. Death occurred in a period varying from three to eleven or 
form used* 1 ' 68 ’ aCCOrd “' s 10 ,he 6tren S> h of ‘he animal, or the amount of chloro- 

The post-mortem appearances are not mentioned in connection with the expe- 
nments; but in a concluding remark, the author states that intense venous con- 
geahon was found in the lungs, heart, and great vessels. 

3 -.The symptoms as well as the post-mortem appearances, enjoin caution in 
administering the chloroform to individuals labouring under congestion of the 

," f ,' he hearl > ? r Kf eat vessels, which obstructs the free circu- 
nhw- ,1 h b ?I° J ' 1 ir has ye -V 0 be , shown "’hether in such cases we might not 
obtain the antcsihe ic effects without the engorgement of the lungs by the infroduc- 
tion of the vapour into the rectum. ° 3 

tI S - h grea, - r ener =>' in y° un 5 an ‘> weakly, than in old 
and strong animals. Thus, in experiment 9, a strong dog, though made to inhale 
th ee drachms during eleven minutes, recovered readily, while in experiment 12, 
drnT Uy i PU[ ’ Py ,’if b0Ut e 'Sht months old, died from the effects .of inhaling one 
drachm during three and a half minutes. This fact is important in a practical 
point of view, as, undoubtedly, great caution ought to be observed in administer- 
tng chloroform to very weak individuals, or to young children, in whom it will 
probably be found that a much smaller quantity than is usually necessary, will be 
sufficient to induce the anesthetic sleep. y ’ 08 

5. The animals offered much less resistance to the administration of chloro- 
Januaryl *i848 ) e " er ' lndeed ’ lhe }' ev en seemed to like the former.— (Lancet, 

We are still in want of a series of experiments illustrating the action of chloro¬ 
form when introduced into the lungs, stomach, rectum, cellular tissue, serous 
cavities, and blood-vessels. It should be used both in the state of vapour and of 
liquid. It is in this way a.one. that we shall ever be able to arrive at a know- 
February' l 'lS48 , ) 1S 0 P erand, -—( Mon "‘ l 'J Joum - and Prospect of the Med. Sciences, 

MM. Gerardin and Verrier have communicated to the French Academy an 
account of some carefully performed experiments on animals with ether and chlo- 
rotorm. In one of these experiments, pieces of sponge containing about 15 
grammes of chloroform were placed in the nostrils of a horse, in such a manner 
as to allow free access of air during respiration. In two minutes the animal tot¬ 
tered on his legs, but retained sensation, and shortly recovered. A fresh quantity 
ol chloroform, amounting also to about 15 grammes, was then employed, and in¬ 
sensibility was thereby eventually induced, but not until after seventeen minutes 
Ihe pulse remained quiet and regular, the respiration natural. The most painful 
operations were performed without the slightest appearance of consciousness 
ca ™ ,lJ arteries was kept exposed during the experiment, but at no 
period could there be detected any change in the characters of the contained blood. 
dn J,? ur or ye ™nu.es the horse recovered, and commenced eating. 

The manliest inferiority of ether as an antuslhetic agent was well illustrated in 
another experiment. Sponges soaked with about 30 grammes of ether were in¬ 
serted, as in the last experiment, into the nostrils of a young colt. After the con¬ 
sumption of this quantiiy the supply of ether was continually renewed, until 3G0 
grammes were consumed, and the inhalation had continued for three quarters of 
an hour. But during the whole of this time no change in the animal ensued be¬ 
yond a slight variation in the pulse, and some dilatation of the pupils: sensibility 
blood 1 "™ P erPect I and diere was no alteration in the characters of the arterial 

Another set of experiments were performed for the purpose of ascertainin' 1 the 
comparative effects of chloroform and ether, when inhaled as vapours with aTarge 
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l^»to2 C aL e d3' b T. 011 “ OW 1 ,r0n ! "-"-K 

sra-sss^ 

gpi^ssisiia 

phenomena recurred with greater rapidity than befoiTLd thein^h'n 61 '" S 

iispi.fessllg 

as^sSSrSS 

recovere^amnwgan'to eaf * — — >»-animal^,,^y 

bein^atory a' s ^ieV rei^red^n^the form* of Vapour :''a muc/uess quantity 

SrESft3r ,ifattd 1,1 L ?r,—' « dm-, e ;t,mIadon.’ andh 9ar >e 
rial olood undergoes no perceptib e a teraiion. In the opinion nf MM r Y 

and Verner, ether and chloroform, therelore. exerta spe^al and dirott action unnn 
e organs of sensation, and do not act after the manner of irrespirable oases P If 

S££ hS ??F?-r° f0t 

insensibility, and'i.i'vvhildi asphvxia'basljeen indu'ced' by an^xc^ P or^^a<Te 0 t 
employed, or by a want of proper respirable air 1 ‘ tlle a S em 

theiorme.n'i^or M V ! rS ’ “ w . eU 3 ? . MM - Girar Ji" and Verrier, having doub-ed 
alteration 1 ; 116 3 | ‘V' Am “f m . s °P'"ion, that the arterial blood undergoes an- 

bllS lfa"” 5 1116 ,nhalalion of ‘he vapours of ether and of chlo.o- 
ner?mo!i- A P ‘ hl3 ?IVe ? an ?“ 0 “ nl ol ‘he process which he adopts in h s ex- 
theTooer nartof T'.k 0 ‘ ,,hala . ,,on r ^ exposes the blood-vessels and nerves at 
No W-l^ltT ,1G d ‘ lie yg nce ln colour between the arterial 
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and venous blood, as perceived through the walls of the vessels, and examines 
the colour of the arterial blood by opening a small arterial branch near the knee, 
which he then closes by torsion. During inhalation, he states that a gradual 
change in hue of arterial blood, as seen through the coats of the arteries to that of 
the venous blood, may be observed; and when inhalation is carried so far that 
irritation of the nerves is followed by no muscular contractions, the colour of the 
arteries and veins is exactly the same, and blood procured from the former has 
the same dark appearance as that procured from the latter. On suspending the 
inhalation, the arteries speedily resume their characteristic and distinctive appear¬ 
ance. Large animals, such as dogs, should be employed in this experiment; not 
frogs, pigeons, or rabbits, whose blood-vessels are too small for the purpose.— 
London Med. Gaz.j Feb. 1848, from Comptes Rendus , Dec. 27, 1847. 

44. Physiological Action of Chloroform on Man. — M. Sedii.lot has observed, that 
individuals enfeebled by age or disease, and those of temperate habits, are readily 
affected, and the insensibility is in them persistent. In strong and healthy indi¬ 
viduals, and in thosg habituated to the use of alcoholic drinks, the antesthesia iB 
slowly produced, and endures for a short period.— Month. Joum. and Retrospect , 
Iviarch, 1848. 

45. Action of Cldoroform. Ether and Bcnzin cm the Nervous System. —Dr. Snow, in 
a paper read before the Yvestminsler Medical Society, (Jan. 8th.) remarked that 
the action of chloroform and ether on the nervous system was essentially the same. 
He divides the effects ot ether into five degrees, which may be called degrees of 
narcotism, instead of etherization, to make the description applicable to other 
vapours. The immunity from pain did not correspond exactly with the degrees 
of narcotism of the nervous centres, but was greater as the patient was recovering 
from the effects of the vapour, than in the corresponding degree, as he was getting 
under its influence; this was more particularly the case with ether, which he con¬ 
sidered had superior anaesthetic effects to chloroform in proportion to the nar¬ 
cotism produced. When ether was inhaled, the patient sometimes completely 
recovered his mental faculties, whilst the insensibility to the operation continued. 
This curious phenomenon, he believed had not been explained. He had an 
hypothesis to offer concerning it to this effect—that it depended on etherization of 
the nerves of sensation, which continued for some little time, on account of the 
ether exuding through the coats of the capillaries into the extra vascular lymph of 
the tissues, and requiring some time to return into the circulation, and escape by 
the lungs. He had met with this persistence of insensibility to the knife chiefly 
in young subjects, in whom, connected with the greater activity of nutrition, there 
was more liquor sanguinis exterior to the vessels. In the brain ihere was but 
very little at any period of life. Chloroform probably permeated the coats of the 
vessels .’ess easily, and he had not met with the symptom in question during its 
use. 

Chloroform certainly possessed the advantage of being less pungent than ether, 
and was therefore more easily inhaled; it had also one or two other advan¬ 
tages. With respect to its greater rapidity of action, this was not an unalloyed 
advantage. Ether produced a full chirurgical degree of insensibility in the adult 
in four minutes on an average ; it might be desirable to shorten this period to two 
minutes, but not to a shorter time; not only in order to afford opportunity for 
watching its effects, but also on account of a cumulative property in these vapours, 
hitherto not alluded to. The effect of them sometimes increased for twenty 
seconds after the inhalation was discontinued, and he thought it desirable to have 
six times this period, or two minutes, for producing complete insensibility, in 
order to avoid danger. But chloroform, when administered on a handkerchief or 
sponge, as recommended by Dr. Simpson, its introducer, sometimes produced 
complete insensibility in six or seven inspirations, as that gentleman stated. 100 
cnbic inches of vapour of chloroform contain 128 grs. of the liquid, a quantity he 
believed more than sufficient to cause death; and yet this quantity might be con¬ 
tained in 700 or 800 cubic inches of air, and might be all breathed in a quarter of 
a minute, by taking deep inspirations. Danger might, it was true, be probably 
avoided, by putting but a limited quantity on the handkerchief or sponge, but this 
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much°would e 0 v t apoSrw!lhoui e b^ncmhaI l ed^ rat t i0n8 ’ “ ' hey , could not ,el1 how 
lo fall short of the effect. Whe n he Ur Snow\E?- 0 5“W y ' r w °“ld be liable 
produced complete insensibility in' les 3 S ,han’l« o minm chl ° roform » he seldom 
water-bath at a higher temoerature than ^ 33 ! W neTer us ed Ihe 

opened the valve a little tcnlilute the vaooiir stiflfii^h pat *®u t breal * ietl deeply he 

spsdSS;*-?? 

less powerlul agent in the cases of children , 5 ' > el , tie preferred the 

rapidity on them than on ^ ^ Wi " s,il1 W 

any operation in the space of two minutes and its eXcu !! ?£' dren ‘"sensible to 

administered on a sponge or handkerchief bv medir-nlX W llc (‘ could be safely 
perience, to all patientsfyoung m<| old wL^ilT W ' th £° 8 P ecial «** 

applied benzin in St Georgs Hosn Al XT' des,deralum - He had lately 
favourable in four cases of tooth-drawing! whereX^XViTv ' ° ry ? inc,enl and 

applicable to important ODerationn tX h consequences, jet it did no t seem 

atoms hydrogen, and had a rad.er pleasan ^ 

ffir Tresjss ar?ai3' r 1 wt 1 ®» “•& 

email muscular branches resumed its arterial character ’ ’ blood froru * e 

47. Means of Reviving those Rendered Insensible bn Chlnrnfnrm tj 
has communicated to the French Academy ^Sciencesa3Zm? L °”S? 

psart^.ArissrtasSn?® 

tween the exhibition of this dose (about the twentieth of an be ‘ 

SK'iTrSitet,^ T^r^s-.oi.iwwiSlhiiSS 

^sftfflaisasrHSSS&SSiS 
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dead. In various periods of lime from thirty secondsto four minutes, he was able 
to bring them to lite. ; 

• lia f,. fBmvn by experiments on animals that oxygen gas introduced 

into the lungs is efficacious m recovering animals poisoned by chloroform — 
( Comptes Rendus, 20th Dec., 1847.) 3 

The following means aie recommended for adoption in cases where an over- 
h f„ bee r lake "’ by lhe Ed,toi ‘ of 'be Month. Jour,,, and Kctro- 
mth fV arch ’ 1848.) The patient should be laid on the floor, 

i i ’ ‘ f p “ 6lble .> near a current of fresh air. The breathing may be 
by compressing the chest, and a little cold water ought to be Thrown on 
fichtre-n"' p h i t u 8 ,T,f pt T 3 ctm,inue notwithstanding these means, arti- 

w h hnTc nO? 1 Th U r b ,® d,llgen,ly P ra [ llSed ’ and lhe exlremit ies briskly rubbed 
vuth ho cloths The friction promotes the capillary circulation, and in this man¬ 
ner, undoubtedly contributes powerfully to restore the action of the heart and lun"s 
T C ? e'ec'io-galvanism should not be neglected; shocks may be trans¬ 
mitted through the chest, so as to assist the efforts at artificial respiration, and in 

the hmt° f A very nn» P °rf rfU j Ralv . a , mc curren ‘ should be transmilted through 
' A ' er )' powerful and rapid means of rousing the sinking powers of 

chest^s is e&t °^! n fin 13 f °“", d m lho "PPbcation of boiling water to the 
„r 'V. 13 eficcled by filling a glass or cup with boiling water, over the top 

iiLT h Ti °,n e 18 pl , aC , e . J > and . lhen inverting the vessel on the breast of the pa- 
tice or P ,IIS a ( ,pl .! ca '! on 1 has been repeatedly displayed in the prac¬ 

tice of M. Raver of Paris. Individuals who, from disease, were so near death 
^ p bc conipleiely insensiblc and speechless, have thus had intelligence and 
speech res 'ored, while life was prolonged for a considerable time. Of course it 
hal we ° aly su r "f sti,s "sc in extreme cases. Dr. Simpson directs 
frorn the mST- PI 0P "?', 0 administering stimulant liquids by the mouth, when, 
from the s.ate of insensibility, the power of swallowing is lost. The dancer of 
heir covering the aperture of the glottis, or entering the- larynx, and so hastening 
death by suffocation is indeed imminent. When the saliva is secreted in lame 
quantity, it will be advisable to place the patient on his side, to prevent it acting 
injuriously in the same way. 'lhe loss of the stimulants is scarcely to be re = - 
gret ed, as the other means above proposed are infinitely more efficacious. 

onmrtnm^- , ? re .i leje ,ntl r aled 13 e( l" all y applicable, whatever view may be 
entertained a» to the immediate cause or mode or death. This point is not yet 

of ‘T mivI 1 vdctcr 1,1 " 1 e f As with other cerebro-spinants, the death seems to Ye 
o.Y m klR1 1 P a !* ak ! n S both of the characters of asphyxia and syncope, the 
one or other predoininntmg according to the dose, mode of exhibition, idiosvn- 
IT „ , Ex P erl!ne " t has shown that, when a small proportion of air is inliaied 
with the chloroform, asphyxia plays a prominent part in the symptoms. 

s8 Opinion of M. R,„,x relative to the use of Ether Inhalation.— The Gazette des 
KTr CN0V |- V ? nd 16 ’} oonUdnsan interesting lecture on this subject, by M. 
Kocx, deln ered at the opening of his clinical course for the session 1847-48. 'The 
lecturer considers pam in three points of view:— 

If As a symptom in many diseases, in which it constitutes a valuable clement 
.‘ ‘“gnosis, and in which it serves as a characteristic phenomenon. 

-.u. As inseparable from surgical operations. 

the diseased'or^udsrm mean3 Capable ° f producing a favourabIe modification of 

surgeorMhus notices efiiefizafion*^ 6 '”** °P era,ion? - ,he distinguished 

<l '' Te "0 longer resort to etherization as we thought it our duty to do when it 
X b, n dl T°V; red - |J h , en " seeraetl necessary that we should hasten to see its 
ililm ’nivle ‘ a ' ’?? Up li ea *® s i“" we ‘ook advantage of all cases which offered 

I v • I )°"' 'bot thousands of facts have been collected, we see that 

dreaded b ” W ^ U6ed f ° r EerlOUS °P eralions i where pain is very much 

, r 49 : 4f; ?J. anl ’? s °?l n i on °f Rterization— M. Bland, N , in a clinical lecture, 
(Gi-. des Hop.. Nov. 23,) remarked: ‘-Like all active medicaments ether, with 
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have succeed to elL^Ization^d tt?e'L I1 , < |' V |i n0 leSS ,han lwelve Persons who 
Pily, they cannot be doubled.”"' dealhs are wel1 anthenticated-unhap- 

^f^)"uifS^ m ~ Acc o rdin ° 10 M - Seoillot, 
over ether are compensated by dangers which s'hnnff hJ?° SSeSSe . d b >' chloroform 
fess,on. Thus, when, for instance"anaJheSS h i b ° pn ! nIe<l oul to ,he pm- 
tnhalation be suspended, insensibility ma^ combfoeT pr0<luc . ed b X ether, if the 
become more complete: on the contran f / som ? ,ime ’ but doe? not 

of the pulse, weakness of respim°"m ? hl ° rofo , rm ’ ,ha P^lor, smallness 

crease, after the inhaler has be™ removed fe In T °-' he Skm some,im e3 in- 
Scdillot seriously feared the consequences ofthi larm,n S manner. Twice M. 
vital functions. Therefore, the professor of h InC f. s ? a , nt annlh i!ation of the 
surgeon be not guided, as in the^dministriio'n^fSl!® ,hlDks dadv,sabl e that the 
of the respiration, but that he should susDenrl tho - h ^ v , a P onr °£ ether, by the state 
muscular relaxation has taken place.-j/erf. 22 ° n i 848 Chl0r0f0rm When 

G «~l Dec.^Joh)^he™cM9o^a^youm» r iady*2^ygai| n f Ik > r ? lates (London 

?3 

,le * ua * “ ca,ioned W chloroform inhalation U ‘ Ve at '"° n ° f lhe extrem ‘- 

yonng Iad> T to V wh T om he 6 adminiLred'chloroform (Jan ’’ 1RJ8 ’) a case of a 

a t 00| h. In two minutes slight convulsive twitch; pre P a f ra ! or . v 10 lbe extraction of 
occurred to these violent con vulsions of the Cole ho.lv L ‘° muSC , leS ° f ,ho face 
with loud cries and sobbings: the Dulse was n “Pawned, accompanied 
contracted, and the jaws firmly clinched tonedJr Kh •’ ,he pupils slightly 
flt least ten minutes *i n #i ik.n i s Gther. . he continued convulsed for 

her cliair.^"she thegfgave w^to^Th^S.sl.""V"'* ** “ 

At a recent meeting of the Sur-ical Societr nf T?!?’ rlr°°2 ^covered, 
that he had lately tried chloroform in * • r ® an ^> Stapleton stated 

man was put into a sound sleep, but awoke ^ablim am n" 8pilal ' 0no 
expressed himself as having been con^ious of ev^vihin af,anvard \ a nd 

while apparently unconscious, he said that he had Yelt himc lf d ? n *i'° hlm >' 
forth: but was unable to resist or "ive anvindientV. rV e Se f pinched, and so 
of the hospital had tried it a day or two ago ald wL ° f ,eehn =' , A ""Men. Pupil 
to-day he again tried it. and was pit to sle’eo in two m f rr - vdurln g ils “lion : 
two minutes more, and shortly after hen™ t P "i •' °. miaules t bl,t recovered in 
soon fell into violent cmivu 'ioniso^ a "S h ."’S a hysterical manner, aid 
people to hold him down in hed-'he th™ mirilo™ ,h ? 1 uni, e<l. efforts of several 
ness of the stomach; his pulVe sometimeffel ™ r5 ’ T* 1 per ^P ira ' ioa =. and sick- 
ment was coming on. it would rise to 100 He r» J , and -,' vhen lhe excite- 
for two hours, ami then expr^ a w i8 h to^een Andr , "u ,h “ UnCer,aia sla '« 
chloroform there was a complete loss of P ' 1 ,be °P eral ion of the 

vulstons .—Dublin Medical Pens ' musc ular power, except during the con- 

w!tcin; LeMhe^f'S,;^ GulfeH^’t ( , D t eC f lhe ««* ° P a 

joint, and for which it was determined to divide ihof " 3 !’ f ° r d r ,s ? ase of lhe knee - 
hoy was in good health, but hfs nirvous S® <he endons of the flexors. The 
ment to bed; his heart and lun«s sound a 1m n llllle weakened from confine- 
cceding thirty drops, was put mton a cone of u <|Ua "" 1) ’ of chlor ° f orm, not ex- 
,mouth and nose. In lessmanTrninme he wm^.-'T-’ and placed ° yer b « 
becoming widely dilated, and Ihe^ntlse smnll ™ t r ' re y lnsen > sib, e, the pupils 
w« being proceeded wiih, his consiim.si^« n "o fre( j uen \ As the operation 
of the chloroform were put on a handkemh’ f r ^ relu med, and a few drops 
was instantly affected, ant? to°snch a"^™ £ ill™- He 
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nutes, he gave two or three deep inspirations: it was however, more than fifteen 
minutes before he was so far himself as to be considered out of danger Sub¬ 
headache VoTa n^“ ,y 0 b f andy W3S a(,rninislered - He complained of 
Sn "enm 1? S ^ u® ! ecovered his special senses and power of 

quemly entirely recove^d antCStheSia ° f SUrfaCe exis,ed ' The b °y sllbse - 

Ch1rur^cal™M a ofHin" M n f l "{ n ’f a ’ lo ” n f Ether —At a meeting of the Medico- 
ofra.™mm;-^ n l E ' ' A r ay ’ 8J ?’ , Dr - Lknnett mentioned the following case 

for rfoS, whh"? 7 A ether inhalation. - A gentleman had been confined 
anviousto havelhe gI T ls the gr °' n ' ' vhich B «PPurated. lie was 

ducecl its f, reffee, 0 ,? 6 ,he >’ WPre 0 P™ed, which was given, and pro¬ 

perty and had W hre r “‘"Tr 7 he elher employed was of the greatest 
instrument was 7Ja ma, ’ ufactl .’ red 'he purpose of inhalation. Dr. Simpson’s 

opened altwSmt Th ® pa " ent afler ,' vards 5laled Hint he had felt the abscess 
^ejd^al.hough tl ere are some grounds for doubting , he accuracy of the state- 

bein^ in ebAmm for h ?- m ° S ‘ p,ea l ant sensations, and described himself as 
hours ' cn mr -,1 '. ,me CVen afier ,'consciousness had returned. In a few 

ri"or followed hv hi hf f . a P ervenpd - After '<m hours there was a distinct 
foms and Sim,, of i " feVe -’ ' V,th menl , al hallucination. Next day all thesymp- 
dullness on'nprm^' 6 ” 1 ” 0 ^ 3 , ". ere made manifest, and there was subsequently 
wi h r^tv cofo, re so"; CrC| |;' a " ng rale ? n ,he ri " 1 " s ' de inferiorly, slight cough, 
man had\een in hi fr “• r He f eaove / cd . "nder the usual remedies. Thisgentle- 
™o expo ure to m i f ° r ‘I fo ; lmght > be hved ia a "’arm room. There had been 

of .E-wiS'fe “» 

o.i S or?S“’„£;if"’” "/»*"—Mr. t™ In pEblished the 

formed when he w 7 P , 01 " , . d „ frac,ure ° f left thigh. Amputation was per- 
one^ion the^licirt e nde d He '• n( ! uellc r e ° f ether. With the conclusion of tho 
in'such°a state frr ™ r’ d anx . le . lles of 'he case commenced, for the patient was 
and he die? hree hmir^ h n a " d ln , ,ovlca " on > 'hat his life became endangered, 

SI pecunfrh- dfste sfo® T < ; q,,enlly - T hC S,ale of ,he brairt durin ? " ds Period 
de?re P s«fon of the Z ? 't here " ere alle mate manifestations of excitement and 
I trTnnmrl - Sensonal powers; at one time resembling delirium, at another 
like approach,ng syncope, and again, like violent intoxication —lS’ 

of 5 EmS{Ttm? r rt47 ,a ,h?V7l M ' PrEDAG!) «reported to the Medical Society 

attribute the dflmhnfohi^ 4 ‘ h ° fo,1 1 ow .'"S case, in which he did not hesitate to 
attnonie the death or the patient to the inhalation of ether. 

One Sf the rStidhmfmd T , P -’ S wards with a sli Sht cough and uneasiness, 
days widfonf n^nefo d? hlm T u S r° lhe , va P° ur of other on three consecutive 
first (lav the fo?n° d r = ,nse "''. bllll >> “ he proposed to extract a tooth. The 
notes } HnaUMhe m?ie'nf| l T n ' m ' ,ed , for . ,wen 'y minutes, the second, thirty mi¬ 
ration He w. h r, P do'ermitted to have the tooth extracted without eiheri- 

showed that EwrT?" b a " a< L ke . d wi t !oi l uaci °" B delirium and died. Au.op^ 
= arachnitis. M. P. is convinced that the ether was he 

Mfion « „ I ? 1,1 a,,S " er 10 , a fi ue3lion i M. 1*. stated that the elheri- 

made under hls °' vn eyes, and with an approved valvular apparatus. 

Fe? SrtiLsTfhel!?' CW °'^™- Dr - T - N- M egg,son relates (J Med. Times, 
chloroform . S case m wh,ch dea,h resu "ed from the inhalation of 

, “ Tbe Potent, a fine grown girl of fifteen, had been sufferin'’ for some time m=t 

After conscdtbts'with Mr* ‘° e ’ ,he - ma,rix invoked 

that ihn nvi g t . r -, LI ",yd' my assistant, we deemed it absolutely necessary 

that the nail and matrix should be completely removed. I ou»ht to «av "hat abort 

carte . Pr r ,0U y V ,hC u ad of ,he "'her great toe ha,I been removed at he N e "v 
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- h “ 2?.™?, ll, . e previous operation she was under the influence of ether, and said 
she felt no pam nor inconvenience from it except a severe headache aHer van s 

^urKerle woof. ?T 5 irtSnof ,he^auts."“we’ 

?°“Id feel none of that irritation from the use of chloroform, and 
hat in the causes in which I had used it the headache, if any, had been transient 

. P o U remov e e S rna e ,r^d' “d finding it rigid, m^s^Xuo^ 

fiide'mly potent waTp^Vff °, U,: and '-''Sfi^the 6 chlmofoTm no^sub 

wl h had h-en n pmC ® ed "r" 10 appl >' more lo llle handkerchief, when her lips 
5£fa?S7heln h a g00d c ? 00r > bec8me suddenly blanched, and she 

pniiiereQ Slightly at the mouth ns one in epilepsy. I threw down the nndlror 
g ? ve her cold water immediately, followed by brandy. This however’ 
had not the least effect, not the slightest attempt at rallvitre beine made an in 

At an inquest the following testimony was given by Sir John Fife • « I am 

ofTfannah I ,“ Je » e^lnStaTf theZdy 

^rabi^d^ 

»mS: 

had been subjected, and some slight livid stains about the neck. The toes showed 
the nature of the operations which had been performed. There wasshuplv'the 
ordinary degree of rigidity. The mouth was l little open. Thieve, presented 
One ET °f congestion. On opening the chest the lungs were not collapsed 
of the chTr tL adhesl0n . s n ' ere encountered on separating them from the walls 
„n ■ it • i* ' e et ernal appearance of both lungs, over the whole surface but 
eestlon • V Th ‘ 18 ,nfc,lor P or "°u®> was that of organs in a very high stale of con- 
gestton. They were mottled with patches of a deep purple, blbish!or rearle hue 
They were everywhere crepitant. Along the outer and anterior border of W,' 
bnbM par J ,culai i \y ? f the u PP er Io be of the left lung, were several emphysematous 
f mal1 V 70 - ° n ? u,tin S Wo ‘he Pulmonary tissue, it was founTfree 
from tubercles, unless some hard bodies about the roots of the'bronchia enlarged 
and partially indurated glands, could bo so called. The pulmonary tissue was 

with d mucus 0< Th fr °‘ ’’ Wb ' Ch Wa5al9 ° fouml in llie interior or the bronchia mixed 
with mucus. There was no appearance of hepatization. On examining ii,„ 

!l«'hue" d T l h Chea ’ 1,16 epi?l t 8 VVa ''f 0, " ltl reddened the summit, of a vermi- 
lion hue. The mucous membrane of the larynx was redder than natural mo 

Hai-'m ' Vascu J? r l’ atche , 5 - 1 he sinuses of the larynx contained a good deal of 
foo I n CUS V T I® J r ?°P ha::, ! s was healthy. The stomach was distended with 
food. Digestion had been going on at the lime of death. The liver kidnevs an,l 
sp een were more congested than usual. The heart contained darkfluid blood in 
both its cavities; very little in the left: its structure, and that of the 'neat vessels 
than siwf 5 snd a h y ' ^ n . e bra,n .externally and internally, was moie con-rested 
mmm In ' Y en,r ' clfis ™nlained rather more thaii the usual quantity of 
serum. In my opinion the cause of death was the congestion of the lungs and 
kcMigeSM I ascribe to the inhalation of chloroform. Of the power of chloro 

rtSStr™ d °- ub, . can he entertained aftenhe experiments 
ot air. Wahley and Dr. Gloxer on animals. There does not seem lo have been 



560 


Progress of the Medical Sciences. 


[April 


anting mAe previous condilion of the young women to have prevented the 
Z S r r ° m r f m? re . course J° chloroform as a means of allayin' ptdn In one of 

^Dnds/Md'distributed'over 1 a'surfacefabom'a°foot Square Dr'G'lo'^efalii'Fi^ad^ 
of the deceased' 'sfe rMov^l^"^ ° f c , hIorofo ™ ,bat was ^ed in the case 

ampuM en Tf C,ei1 ^-'^^'ablecha^r “7^hfro" 
and ne y ver knew inv^a ,lh0,0,ny ’ and ma ny revere rur^ical opem.ions. 

the cldoroform'in d,e n e c ° n . se( l uence ar ' ?e f~m it. I attribute the fatal effect of 
woman I Z doubtfuT whethe •'? Ce '° Pf in ,he constitution of the yountr 

liar ro*entih^.v nf hi h r “ arose from ,he SIa,e of the Innas, or the pecu'- 

the n sys*e^ er 'Th(we : cas n01hin '’'° sh< J' v *!' ecau se—^erel™fromThe'shw:k^tgives 
vould ^nfloen^r^ nZ-I 3 " 5 - 1 ,h !'I k su ? h cases the same individuals 

iratsas^.s 2r,«sast 

one- and’ehlninfnr™ b Unwed during the operation, which was a very tedious 
afterwards!” f repeated during the operation without any bad result 

aS sc ass: z -csa, 

There was onlvVboirwith 1 ? 01 * 1 **’ a JI? 10 be ? omo soon after somewhat excited. 
? only a boy with him in the warehouse at the time and as he haH 

purpoie7,iki n b rr e hT'T " h f n „ i n T rered Wilh cnsuch 1 occasions for foe 
isawhimo' 5 , chloro . fo ™ bollle from him, he was not displeased when 
warden^a^oEJ? i 1 ^ ° f , ,h ? shop ’ where > lea ninghis body for- 

from some fol Is nf t ■' , 0 o P ln g his head, he seemed to be inhaling the vapour 
foll,s of his apron, which he had applied to his mouth and nostrils 
fo fols P posido C n "3'°'’ Wi ’ h es,ah -.’ s hrn e ntcarn e in at the timeLl seefogldm 
■ Wha are vou dotn- ' f appei ' him nn ,he shoulder, and said 

v’,,j„,V re > ou “'"S a r le ep at this time of the day?’ Receiving no answer the 

on y whieh%teTdemrmrne P | ere0 \ ,h f i Va ' ke r r ha<l been a ? ai " « the chloroform; 
father to take ft from him 1’, ^ ha<, . been formerly their custom, to send for his 

fromfff fl -u } nsla 7 cool'' rm^ccu^ 

from the fluid left in the bottle out of which it had been taken, to have been^bom 
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Ji:arveVr y tfrep 9 e a ,e%^L f rr n m,y , be, ' n I? ‘ he ~ <*f baling it, an,, 
nostrils over the mouth of the bottle Thai’n^f • |uan,llie l 3 of u b y holding his 
death, the history of the case and the Jo, ^ yJ "“ Was ,he cause of 

for doubt. That the asnhvxi-i’wns P ost ' morlem appearances, leave no room 
seems also evident from the history Ifil,!'! np °P the mhal a'ion of chloroform 
and the results of the examineS' -hiL IT’.' he ? 0?t - mo «em appearances, 
probable that the fatal issue mav have “! ,be same ,ime ‘‘ is 

iion in which the body was placed when |k3 Cl ,tat ^i by the ^favourable posi- 



.hour h \]7mo^an 8 S';oTi,^r , ;’vr„ n e Jr :i ie 
iulrocS.!5 efore him > ,hey did "« 

our [ DJme"iriu e mtSV^.] nhalali0n ° f Chl ° r ° form wi " be fou " J noticed in 

tetanus^iaJa*boy' < nlne*years r o^ce :0 |^ l ii^nJ e f **«•*»• I5 "') a ease of 

knuchles, successfully treated by’the inhalaUonTf e,he" W ° Und ononeof his 

years of age, aibrdtt ej fn to C h a^e* of lran m af ic ,e,anu? in a man thirty 

was under the influence of the article, but 

employe,1 dtfrfom^^a brnfease"oftvnh’ Ja r Uary 29 ’) r)r - Fairbrother has 
The patient P roduce a T a >ive effect, 

was despaired of. The soporific slate w-i, rn , ou /° r want of sleep, and life 
tinned for half an hour. It was several times',JkT "V fe "" sec ° m ls, and con- 
and with very satisfactory results. The patient reroveredf repealed ’ at ln,ervals > 

n 110 ^* of Toal °"’ " b ° has 
stons, respecting the use of ether in midwifery * f ° llo ' v,n S> amon S °>her conclu- 

vapour. 0 " ,JUry 19 d0 "° 10 females in ,he puer P eral 3 ' a 'e by the respiration of ether 

terLJ h w1,j n |a°bJirr ary deHTerie8 ’ e ' her Va P° ur > b >' aa PPressing pain, does not in- 

vent s?ffering diffiCnIt lab ° UrS U “ lie6irab,e ’ bo,h for the "other and child, to pre- 

undent Mn°r B d o?S. inal mU3C ' e3 C ° n ’ inUe *° conlracl wbe " female is 
ether™ 0 ^ d ° e9 n °‘ appear ,0 P artici P ate in the stupefaction produced by 

thus t^ehemorrtTaue'Is^not^ncr'eased^and'^the'rn lk 01 ^ °' 

Mcd. Ga:., October, 1847, from Gaz. MeiL, O^tobe^.' 8 eq “ ay 5ecre,eJ — Lomlon 

Physics fmffimr fo h* Obstetric 

(March ii, 1848^) condemn^lhe use^of rhl'n *V el e f ,0 ‘ le editor of the La,,a', 

“ Why is this -real risktob!)rnn? Tt ?. “““'“‘p™ 1 , ,r l natur . al lahnur - He asks: 
lion of the process; nav, if anythin- be attributed^cM lhl *r " d “>rtensthe (| ura- 
almost certain that deln'v must he th« e rtbuted to chloroform on this head, it is 
evidence m shl'tha^ There is no 

be traced to its influence * J ’ ,he “"consciousness of pain, can 

advocates of the use of chlorofoJmTo move to ‘ u ,n ?? mbem on ‘he 

is entirely safe. A careful perusal of'one of theTble^TJtoimKt^tf 
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Dr. Tyler Smith (vide The Lancet. March 27, 1847) will satisfy any impartial in- 
obstetnc etherization is, at least, of very doubtful benefit, and of very 

complicated and uncertain operation.” ’ ver y 

tob^r T847 5 n 0 52n re ?n a | rk8 f°M B D i' b °'? (se0 Nnmber °f 'his Journal for Oc- 
1 OTI i- ; P ; 521 )>•"<! of , Mr ,- r y |er Sm "h, and then observes: 

1 ie>e facts, and three deaths at least from the new agent, chloroform besides 

labour is sure, sooner or later, to be fallowed h„ neal,h y 


out further loss of life Ti , • ’ "be accomplished with- 

allmmh «li But 16 ms,ances ,n «hich it has already proved fatal, 

relinouUhmenr I, - ar ^’ T " 0! S .° qUlckl >'’ 39 is be desired - laad 10 Una! 
relinquishment. It is, therefore, a duty to urge every just plea against its further 

“ I forbear, he further says, “to enter into the question—whether there lie anv 
form of labour in which chloroform should be used ?—further than to s av in'in- 

the'patient Tnd^ffae 5 Ca?6 - 8 ’ '7 re ' y aaa . c ° nside rable evidence of the safety of 
: , e patient, and of the uninjured state of the womb and adjacent parts on lint 

Very pam which ,t is the purpose of the gas to destroy, {vhe.her in l|°e very 

round rHhihf il U m'7ll7 Vhe f re ' he , womb is most fi rmly and topically contracted 
round the child, it might be of use, 1 am not prepared to say. 1 fear however it 

vvould produce but little benefit. Lately, a. Enfield, I was consuhed in a c^e of 

SStefTi Where i the chloro I? rm was fully exhibited, under the impression 
that it might induce relaxation. No such result followed. Dr. Millar with "rent 

dead P InhereT ‘ e ‘ ,Wen A? leech ? to ! be P arl - and ll,e child was eventually bom 
dead I there was any ellect produced here, it was to weaken the ulerineeffort 
but whether the chlorolorm produced the death of the child, I cannot say.” ’ 

61 Drf/ri,™ caused by Inhalation of Chlorofom-Vc. Mitchell, of Dublin re- 
latesacase m which he administered chloroform In a patient in labour with the 
McdPrLT ° h6r Vi ° len,ly delirious—Xond. Med. laz, Jan. 1848, from 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

• ?u' ?5 C0B f a poisonous dose of Strychnia.—tit. Thomas Asperson records 
in the Monthly Journal and Retrospect of the Medical Scic: vs, a case in which seven 
of iW. ! r - VC ' nla ”’ er P ,aken 'vdhout producing fatal consequences. The subject 

for the r^f7f a h 6 b7 man '7° u ad l011 ? 6,,liered from revere tic douloureux, 
for the rehef of which he was in the habit of taking muriate of morphia, in in- 

Havi'mr n, 0 ,' 65 ’ ,bree and ahalf grams were necessary to produce ils effect 
Hat in occasion to go a short distance in the country on business, he took nre- 

Ihecarl°h eltm ", 0 t m ’ 5" USUal dose : g rains of strychnine, given him by an’apo- 
swahowed• m *hIf7 f °r muriate of morphia, which he placed on his tongue ami 
BUallowed,—he remarked at the time that it was extremely bitter and that the 
taste was more than usually persistent, but it did not occur to him that anythin" 

indisoo r0 e n f'i| Sh0r ' • V i afler ’ h0wever ’ " hile walkin S along the street, he fell s[i"htly 
indisposed, the most prominent symptom being a sense of numbness in the back 
of the less, which he attributed to the effects of cold, to which he had been ex- 
{” ed ‘ n ‘l>e early part of the morning. As these symptoms did not appearof any 
nTlU ’ i' e P roce p d ? d a public conveyance lo die village where his bus!- 
The si m’r,P nd re Ur " ei 7’. ,,e , xl °PP orl " nil y. During the whole of this time 
rm - h! T l remainedprecisely as they were the moment he first observed 
them, but as he was walking along, on his return, they suddenly increased the 
numbness being accompanied by a sense of want of power, and'a sort of drag- 


